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Handiham System on the Move

Changes in HQ location, Radio Camp are biggest in years

a station and antenna in place at Camp
Courage, and even though it is really nog
up to the standards we would like, it is a
functional installation. When | arrived to
meet the movers, | determined that the
station would stay in its current loca-
tion, near some windows with good
lighting and proximity to antenna ca-
bling and power outlets.

By Patrick Tice, WAGTDA

& 7
Handiham members who have used our
stations at Camp Courage North and
Courage Center St. Croix will recognize this
operating cabinet, built especially to both
store equipment and provide fast access to
a working station. It is part of our new
station at Camp Courage and one of three
identical cabinets.

The antenna is a GAP vertical, and the
station transceiver already in place was
The DAISY book production an old Kenwood T&130. | quickly de-
station can produce accessible cided that a rig without a buikin voice
books for our members who module for our blind users was simply
cannot read regular print. not acceptable. | unpacked and in-
stalled a Kenwood TS70SAT and a
Kenwood power supply in short order
and situated it on a desktop immedi-
ately to the right of our station cabinet,
one that is similar to those at Courage =

St. Croix and Courage North. The TS |QUeR{eIoJuR{elg=le =N ST VAN R oI (o]e] [ B
570SAT tuned the GAP vertical immedi-
ately on 75 meters, which was quite a

The Handiham headquarters station
W@ZSW and offices have moved to
Camp Courage. Most of the move has
been completed, and now we begin the
process of getting things organized.
Most of our contact information re-

mains the same. The Handiham.org Handiham member rig: The Handiham

website will be maintained and will have relief - after all, it was raining and Remote Base station at Courage North ig
the latest news. around 45 degrees outside, and | didn't [EVCIEEPZIFRVES IR 5l A
o feel like stringing up another antenna.
Thursday, October 15 was the "official” |nSide thIS issue:
moving day, but as anyone who has My first contact from W@ZSW at Camp -
ever moved an office or household Courage was with Lyle Koehler, KGLR, Daily net update 2

knows, the movers get the boxes and
furniture off the truck and into the new
space, and then they leave and there
you are with the feeling that the real
work is about to begin. Besides, the
move was really multpart, since we
also had file cabinets and shop tools to
move separately, which extended the

who was net control for the popular re-  \iambers comment on 3
gional net called "PICONET". The net  study at home
meets mornings and afternoons on
3.925 MHz, and has a long history of 2010 Radio Camp 3
e e, 15,4800 audo ol |

) ! . ’ N3AIN helps you learn
teer engineer in charge of the remote

; base station at Courage North. Lyle Contact information 4
move into November! might have been just a little generous in
reporting an S9 signal from W@ZSW, |t 6 s t o u g hprdfin |4
And so it is: You have to get things situ- pyt at least we are able to get outon  world :(
ated, and with a ham station that the GAP, so the station is usable. - T
means you have to plan for antennas ' Giving Envelope inside

and power. Fortunately, we already had Continued on page 2 Please help




Big move, continued from page 1 Several years ago, when the HVAC system wa

updated at Courage Center, banks of SCR fanji
motor controllers were installed to make the
heating and air conditioning systems more en-(#
ergyefficient. If the load was light, the AC fre- /4
quency was varied downward by these control?
lers. If the load increased, the AC frequency
increased. There is an energy savings, but the/:
RFI generated by the system produced noise at
S9+10 dB levels on the HF bands. We had to '\ -
resort to porting the receiver signal in from re- Pat, WA@TDA, Handiham
mote receivers at Courage North or the KOLR Manager, teaches online with
station, both of which are located hundreds of audio lectures designed for
miles north of the Twin Cities in quiet RF areas lind users.

Please help us by

A view of the entrance to the new Handiham
headquarters. The large double doors are right at

ground level for easy wheelchair access. The win- supporting this
dows let in plenty of natural light, and the wood- work.
land setting is not only sylvan and restful, but it's Call toll -free:
also RFquiet! AGAPantenna is visible at left. 1-866-426-3442
Could a 2 meter beam replace that old TV
antenna on the roof? Handiham

founder
There is no VHF/UHF antenna at Camp Cour- Ned Carman,
age, so that is definitely something that needs W@ZSW, now

work. Our location at the Camp Courage Re-

ception Center is a good one, because there is

already a TV antenna mast on the building,

and we could probably get an antenna on that View of the new HQ station shows the spacious
mast without too much trouble. In the mean- ham shack with double doors for easy access b
time, | was able to check in to the daily Echo- our members who use wheelchairs. There is no : .
link net using a computer. Since Camp COUr-  need for a ramp, as we are at ground level. support makes it possible.
age is located about 40 miles west of the Twin
Cities, the VHF/UHF situation is completely
different than it was for us in the metro area.

a silent key,

understood

how amateur

radio enriched the lives of our
members with disabilities. You

Although this worked for some types of opera-

tion, it is hardly desirable or practical for work-
There is also a working tribander for 20, 15, ing DX or quickly answering a CQ.
and 10 meters on a 50 foot tower. The rotor
and coax leads are terminated in a different  The new location is very quiet. It will be a huge

(but nearby) building. This means that a sec- yglief to operate without having to deal with al'
ond station can easily be set up in that second

building during Radio Camp, and it would likely
not interfere with operations on the main sta-

tion in the headquarters office, which could . .

then concentrate on 160 through 40 meter Handiham Net Update, Winter, 2009/2010
operation using a wire antenna. Although the

GAP vertical does tune 75 through 10, it is not The popular Handiham Echolink nehas followed the time change back to
adequate for regional net operation, where  ynited States Central Standard Time. We have heard from many net partici-
higher angle radiation is required. To remedy s 204 the consensus is that keeping the net true to local USA time is the
that problem, | would like to look at a wire an- . .

tenna, something like a centefed Zepp, best way to go. .The net will continue t.o meet. Monday through Saturday at
around 250 feet long, to really grab those 160 11:00 Central Time. That means the time shifts one hour by GMT.

meter signals! Ideally, we will be able to install Minnesota local time MiSa: 11:00 AM; or GMT: 17:00 hours

a second remote base station for our mem-  Frequency: 145.450 N@BVE repeater system (Twin Cities)

bers at this location, and it will add the "top Intemnet: Echolink node number 89680
band" of 160 meters to the frequencies our ’

members can operate. Mid-Week Evening Net on the same frequencies and Echolink nodes:
Wednesdays at 7:30 PM Central Time; 01:30 Thursdays GM@®in us for a
fun, informal net! You need not be a Handiham membeagll are welcome

] The TS570 & TMV7A have
of that interference. We hope to hear you on ice modules to make them

the air soon! accessible for blind operators.
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